Green Island by unknown
9. 
GREEN ISLAND 
The following extracts from contemporary journals of early 
exploration in North Queensland waters, were recently traced for an 
inquiry regarding early sightings of Green Island, off Cairns. 
James Cook, Captain Cook's journal during his first voyage round 
the world, made in H.M. Bark "Endeavour", 1768-71. London, E. Stock, 
1893. (Adelaide, Libraries Board of South Australia, 1868. Australiana 
Facsimile Editions no. 188). 
P. 273. [June 1770] Sunday 10th - After hauling round Cape 
Grafton we found the land trend away N.W. by W.; 3 miles to the westward 
of the Cape is a Bay, wherein we anchor'd, about 2 miles from the shore, 
in 4 fathoms, owsey bottom. The E. point of the Bay bor S. 74° E., the 
West point S. 83° W., and a low green woody Island laying the Offing 
bor N. 35° E. The Island lies N. by E. 1/2E., distance 3 or 4 leagues 
from Cape Grafton, and is known in the Chart by the Name of Green Island. 
J.C. Beaglehole, ed. The voyage of the "Endeavour", 1768-71. Vol. 1, 
(Cambridge University Press, 1955.) 
P. 342 [June 1770] Sunday 10th - (Text as in Captain Cook's journal 
above. Footnote as follows: ) 
"A small sandy island laying upon a large coral shoal, much resembling 
the low Islands to the eastward of us by the first of the kind we had met 
with in this part of the South Sea." - Banks. This islet is about 
650 yards long, and its height - about 64 feet - is measured to the tops 
of its trees; the greater part of its surrounding reef is uncovered at 
low tide. Knowing what we know of the voyage, its appearance now is like 
premonitory drums before a tragic episode in music; the Barrier Reef has 
closed in. 
J.C. Beaglehole, ed. The Endeavour Journal of Joseph Banks, 1768-71. 
Vol. 2. (Sydney, Public Library of N.S.W. in association with Angus and 
Robertson, 1962.) 
P. 77 [June 1770] 10 June. Just without us as we lay at an anchor 
was A SMALL SANDY ISI^ND LAYING UPON A LARGE Coral shoal, much resembling 
the low Islands to the Eastward of us by the first of the kind we had 
met with in this part of the South Sea. [Called by Cook, Green Island -
Editor] 
Early in the morn we weighed and sailed as usual with a fine breeze 
along shore, the Country hilly and stoney. 
Philip P. King, Narrative of a survey of the intertropical and western 
coasts of Australia ... between the years 1818 and 1822. Vol. 2. London. 
John Murray, 1827. (Adelaide, Libraries Board of South Australia, 1969. 
Australiana Facsimile Editions No. 30) 
P. 276-7 [Section 2. Description of the winds and weather, and of 
the ports, islands, and coast between Breaksea Spit and Cape York] 
In latitute 16° 23 1/2', and longitude 145° 34' is a group consisting 
of three coral islands; which, being very low, are dangerous to pass In 
the night. 
10. 
The offing is said to be strewed with extensive reefs; we saw none 
beyond Green Island; those that are laid down on the chart are from 
Lieutenant Jeffrey's account. [Footnote: Much shoal water was seen, to 
the northward of Green Island, from the Tamar's mast head - Roe M.S.] 
Joh L. Stokes, Discoveries in Australia, with an account of the coasts 
and rivers explored and surveyed during the voyage of H.M.S. Beagle, in 
the years 1827-43. Vol. 1. London, T. & W. Boone, 1846 (Adelaide, 
Libraries Board of South Australia, 1969. Australiana Facsimile 
Editions No. 33) 
P. 341 - 2 July 2 [1837] 
Soon after midnight we were abreast of Frankland Group, and at 
7a.m. passed three miles to the eastward of Fitzroy Island, where our 
soundings increased to seventeen fathoms, with a current running upwards 
of a mile an hour to the N.W., an increased velocity, which may be 
accounted for by the proximity of the reefs to a projection of the coast 
forming Cape Grafton. I must not, however, pass an island which like 
Fitzroy, carried in its name a pleasing association to many on board 
the Beagle, without a word of notice, particularly as its features are 
in themselves sufficiently remarkable, having a singular peaked summit 
550 feet high, near the north-east end. On the western side is a little 
cover where Captain King found snug anchorage. Passing midway between 
Green Island which is about twenty feet high, encircled with a coral 
reef, and Cape Grafton, we steered N.W. 1/2N. for a shoal on which Her 
Majesty's Ship Imogene grounded; and at noon, were exactly on the spot, 
in latitute 16° 24 1/4' S. by observations and bearings of the land. Low 
Isles being W.N.W. four miles. 
GERMAN PLACE NAMES 
The library recently received an enquiry relating to place names of 
German origin in Queensland which were altered as a result of Australian 
Involvement in the Great War (1914-18). The following place name changes 
occurred in Queensland: 
Bergen 
Bergenside 
Bismarck 
Engelsburg 
Gehrkevale 
Gramzow 
Hapsburg 
Hessenburg 
Klrchhelm 
Harden 
Roessler 
Stegeht 
1eviit.*jL'sna% 
Fahley 
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to 
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to 
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Murra Murra 
Neuve 
Madagan 
Kalbar 
Mount Mort 
Carbrook 
Kowbi 
Ingoldsby 
Ualgslea 
Frenchton 
Applethorpe 
Woongoolba 
U-VLIA 
Kllblmle 
